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25X1X6 


| 1. The Gustemalen Army Chief of Staff, Col. Jose Usgdaleno Ortega, acting 


under orders received directly from Major Jacobo Arbenz, Guatemalan “Minister 
of Lefense, sent a secret agent into Nicarsgua during December 1948 to 

report on the following objectives: 

a. The attitude of Gen. Somoze toward Guctemala. 

b. Any financial or military sid Somoza may be receiving from foreign sources. 


c, The Gaus of the ermed forces of Nicaragus and the type of armament in 
- we. 


d,- The number and type of military aircraft. 


e. Troop dispositions, the training of reserves, end concentration of 
troops in Puerto Cabezas, 


f, The activities of Julio Lopez Vasegosa, neportediy & purcheser of arns 


25X1X6 for Somoza, 
(ed 2, The agent returnea to Guatemala City on 21 Lecember 1948, and immediately sub- 


mitted e written report, a summary of which follows: 


a, Somoza is unfriendly to Gustemsla, and his animosity towerd President 
Arevalo is a metter of common knowledge. His attitude, however, is 
purely defensive end it is not believed thet he is plarming any militery 
offensive sgainst Guatemala. 


b. No evidence wes obtained of any financial or military sid from outside 
sources being given to Somoza. Current rumors have circuleted in 
icaragua that shipments of arms arrived in Puerto Cabezas for the 
iicaraguan government from the Dominicen Republic. 


c. The armed forces of Nicaragua are estimated et 8000 officers end men, 


well-trained and in possession of the seme kind of arms as used by the 
Guetemelan Army. 


dad, ‘the Nicaraguan eir force is early: 65 to 70 plenes and includes 
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AT-6 trainers, DC-3'e, B-17's, P-38's and B~24's. With the exception 
of two B-24's, the specific number of each type is not known. 


Prinsipel troop conosntration is at Le Curve, Somosa's official residence. 
In December considereble troops were sent to the Department of Rives on 
the Costa Ricen frontier. No treining of reserves wes noted, and the 
gerrison at Puerto Cebesss wes estinated from three to five hundred 
meabere of the Guardia Nacional. 


The agent raxxted that Julio Lopes Mesegosa, e Spanish Communist, sssociated 
with fafeel Coldercn Guardia, is known to have attended reunions of Coste 
Rican exiles in Menagua held at the home of the Nicarsguen congraceman lais 
Felipe Hidalgo. Present at these meetings were the following: Col. Pencho 
Fernandes, Col. Juan Vega, Mejor Claudio Fonsece snd his brother Fernando , 
the Cuban Col. Juan Jose Tavio, # women Communist nemed Lale Gonzales, and 
& men named Dr. Patino. 
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